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Title: Denotation and Meta-Narratives: Double-Layered Narrative of Films Based on Real Stories

Abstract: Reconstructing real events in film is almost as old as filmmaking itself. Films based on real stories have received
considerable scholarly attention, which engages a wide variety of inquiries including the question of non-fictionality and fictionality
and the boundary between feature films and news. The most remarkable characteristic of real-story-based films is that they form a
world of denotation, which at once constructs stories and presents facts, depicting the events while interpreting their meanings at
the same time. Those films have a dimension on the meta-level, in which events — the basis of the meta-narrative — are
interpreted and turned into stories. The denoted world of these films highlights the meaning through meta-interpretation, calling
attention to the real life on its basic level. Such double-layered narrative of films based on real stories is investigated from a
semiotic perspective in this article. It explores, through analysis of their denotation and meta-narrative, the ways in which films
based on real stories simultaneously present and shape the meaning of events.
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(2 , S o R (C ALIERE” BOHE) (PR
B ST). FUAZUF SO I OURRUA G,
LIS SO A B R 587 (B0, UAL
iy 2

B 1 15D 30 (R A IR — KT RE
FREATR I b R b Y ST M) 1 (R
SR | MU R 5 OROR PE AR 2 I, 52

- 118 -

FEHE S b BB AR S R AR % et E 3T
HL SCAS Y IR A 0 N Bl g v R (AR A T
SEAEHE S5 AT R A By Ik, IR IR N
U RS IR Y SRl 2 o RN (R TR B 44
B HSERGAR Z A1, SEAE I A HOE SR RS0 R
N TEHLE RS RN 25 A2 AR Z i, AT i 4%
SETRBRAT AP, Sl LR 5 RN T BUA
JERETFAZ R . HOAL , SETE T A b B RO I 2
UNCE FU &b A E RO MR- 28 I
H R S A7 W R 2 U RIVE S R R K
B B2 S5 4 A FL S AT fifp e T 5 <R
RS S AR ALK, < ROR Y SRR RUA T
A2 i —Fh T4 CRe & W 7T ) | i
TERUR 55 W s o REHE 7 (£ 126)
“AE R TTIR TE MR I R R T A TR TR
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[Hl5y S IBIE R S NN NE=RE N P 7 Sy €D O K (EATiT]
B RWA R, IR T R R K 2%
AR PR R N A

BARE N E AU LR T BGA 1Y, BE AT REAS
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