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Title: Ye Shi’s Distinction Between Discourse and Literariness and His Concept of Literary History

Abstract: Ye Shi (1150 —1223) was erudite in Confucian classics historiography and literature equally with an awareness of
the fundamental commensurability between them believing that their division was resulted from the split of “yan (discourse)”.
Discourse was epitomized in the language use in the Three Dynasties with the nature of political practice. Literariness flourished
after the Han Dynasty gradually becoming trivial rhetorical strategies. In general the attentions to “literariness” and to political
culture were reciprocally causal. Ye Shi advocated the idea of “pursuing ‘The Tao (Logos)’ by tracing ‘discourse’ ” that is

reconstructing the Tao governance through re-interpreting the Five Classics. For him the harmony between inner and outer
worlds and the true meaning of the Tao of the Three Dynasties lay in the unification between nature governance and words. His
admiration for Ouyang Xiu and Su Shi and for the Tang-Dynasty poetry however showed his regressive view of literary evolution
and his attitudinal ambivalence from both a Confucian pragmatic and a literary scholastic position.

Key words: distinction between discourse and literariness; the Five Classics; the Three Dynasties; view of literary history
Author: Guo Qingcai is an associate professor in the School of Literary Studies Shanxi Normal University (Linfen 041004

China) and a visiting scholar at Peking University with research focus on the Song-Dynasty literature. Email :styleguo@ 126. com
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