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Title; The Word Order in the Collective Titles for Authors in the Tang Dynasty and its Implications for Literary Criticism
Abstract; It is a common phenomenon to group writers under a collective title in the history of literature and literary research, es-
pecially in the Tang Dynasty. This phenomenon, as well as how to group the authors and in what order to call them, is meaning-
ful to literary criticism. As the collective titles are highly acronymized or very abstract, the process of de — acronymizing and ori-
gin — seeking becomes an approach of interpretation, during which the re — examination of the original authors’ achievements may
help to promote the process of canonization. Collective titles have different significance and value in the history of Chinese litera-
ture, and some authors have entered the mainstream literature and become representative of a period, while some elapsed into ob-
livion. No matter what reasons may lie behind, the phenomenon of grouping different authors with a collective title is worth aca-
demic attention.
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