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Title: On Kant’s “Problem of Ugliness”

Abstract: First Book of Kant’s Critique of the Power of the Judgment ( “Analytic of the Beautiful” ) opens with an argument that
feeling combined with representation can be pleasure or displeasure, then with a discussion of the aesthetic judgment of pleasure,
but it says nothing about the aesthetic judgment of displeasure. Furthermore, there is only a short paragraph dealing with ugliness
in Critique of the Power of the Judgment. Why is there no “ Analytic of the Ugliness” ? Can Kant make a pure aesthetic judgment
of ugliness? Questions like this have been attracting academic attention from the end of the 20th century. In our opinion, it is very

important to distinguish the “judgment of appreciation of ugliness” from the “judgment of ugliness”. According to Kant’s

« ¢

aesthetics, it is impossible to make a “judgment of pure ugliness”, but possible to make a “judgment of the appreciation of
ugliness”. On the other hand, the “judgment of the appreciation of ugliness” is identical with the “judgment of the Sublime” in
Critique of the Power of the Judgment, so it’s unnecessary for “ Analytic of Ugliness” to re-do it since there is already “ Analytic of
the Sublime”.
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