i %ﬁ.ﬂ %%Iif ';!’. Theoretical Studies in Literature

Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art and Art
Volume 34 | Number 1 Article 17
January 2014

The Theoretical Construction and Developmental Genealogy of

"Imagery” Aesthetics in the 20thCentury's China

Wei Han

Follow this and additional works at: https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal

6‘ Part of the Chinese Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
Han, Wei. 2014. "The Theoretical Construction and Developmental Genealogy of "Imagery" Aesthetics in

the 20thCentury's China." Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art 34, (1): pp.204-214.
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol34/iss1/17

This Research Article is brought to you for free and open access by Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art. It has
been accepted for inclusion by an authorized editor of Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art.


https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol34
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol34/iss1
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol34/iss1/17
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal?utm_source=tsla.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol34%2Fiss1%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1081?utm_source=tsla.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol34%2Fiss1%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol34/iss1/17?utm_source=tsla.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol34%2Fiss1%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

WHLPEEF"ER"ERNARIERNIEICHE

% AR

i E20HLPHEFN EL"EHOHALI TELAW EASFARELALZANH, 80 FRZW,“EL
RAEH T T AR A B R A EE B EAE R T 80 R, B LR E TP 2R ALY AR
HEMAe T BatiE, KA H D, BERARRRAFRLEGE LTI, X —IBPAREMNE FRLZLR LA, A
KIFNEEER A B, XM E , OFELEFX LT E ELWARETLHRFRAEMN, TLERKRESZN
FFRAERE ALER LRI E AT REL, AR T, AR HEE R R TR BRI
AR 0 F )

KER:F S LR#ER; ZibhiE

EERN  $5, 2 REFERFIFRANFIR,AETAFH, PEASHERIFHAANELEARTAR, EEAF T
ERL XL EFHA ., ©F 4 hanweihekelina@l63. com

Title: The Theoretical Construction and Developmental Genealogy of “Imagery” Aesthetics in the 20" Century’ s China
Abstract: In the 20th century’s China, the theoretical study on “imagery” as an aesthetic category has gone through different
phrases. Before 1980s, “imagery” was understood as a term imported from Western aesthetics, and in the early 1980s the study
of imagery started to enter a phase of theoretical self — awareness. In the last two decade of the century, two trends emerged as the
ontological construction and Sino — Western dialogue in the study of imagery. The former aims at the ontological study of images,
during which the ontological construction and the generalization of images occurred simultaneously so as to gain the discourse pow-
er in research field. The latter adopts a Western way of thinking and research methodology contextualized by Western aesthetic
thoughts, and the research was carried out more from the perspective comparative aesthetics. This trend was leading to a narrower
prospect since the visual aspect of imagery is often dissociated. As a result, the first trend proves to be one of the most successful
and fruitful approaches to promote the transformation of ancient Chinese literary theory in terms of the study of imagery.
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