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Title: The Political Dimension of “Empty Signifier” ; From Levi-Strauss to Zi%ek

Abstract: The political dimension of signifier is a hidden clue that runs through structuralism to post-Marxism. Empty signifier
has no specific signification but can embrace all signifiers. Its theoretical foundations are the difference and arbitrariness of
language systems, the signifier chain, anchor point, and object a as developed by Lacan. Levi-Strauss’ analysis of the “excess of
signifier” and “Mana” in treatment of shamanism has the connotation of empty signifier. Laclau believed that the process of
cohesion from floating signifiers to the master signifier with “links” is the process of leadership competition and formation, where
the dominant signifier has to absorb the connotation of other signifiers and transforms from particularity to universality. Zizek
rejects Laclau’s optimism. He emphasizes more on particular hegemony and the capital logic that has been excluded from plural
democracy and occupied a dominant position. Empty signifier and master signifier are the unity of opposites. The former
emphasizes emptiness and universality, while the latter emphasizes dominance and particularity. It is from the perspective of the
latter that Zizek criticizes the empty signifier emphasized by Laclau. Marx’s and Zizek’s ideological criticism on ideologies and
Laclau’s analysis of the formation of hegemony can be regarded as two different political analysis models. The former focuses on
the vertical exploration of the nature beneath the surface, while the latter describes the contestation among multiple factors in the
planar dimension.
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(relation) \“ P ZFTH " (content ) ; P YO FL BE 1Y RE
TS 5 0T [ BT 48 B SCRIHKH . BRJGJE Se=
Se, RIREHE 5 BT 45 4L Wi A~ “ AR R A8 1 &R &6,
WA I HATAE T 22 b IR R H R B¢
LI Se, B 1Y LN T RGBT F X — )2
AR, X Se(L/RFF 35)., BIEZ,
RETE 7 S — DR AR A BB A 1] I 48, (25X 4
AR NI —E T LYV L R . B REAT LA
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T )R BETS , 1 AT LS I B A )
A« TC7 A B, - s i R i B S AR T R AR L,
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AFR AR ] AR R A 0 7 A 2 R AL
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A —E BT E N

R R BV RENE S 22 S P e U B A J8C T 454
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— ST S A SR T AR B SR (R R
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IR, 75— 07 I 2 v C 29080 0 i 1 DX
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TEAE RN 2 R R 302 O AR B X 23 ) JBORHZ
I e 7 A B A A AL AL
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T Bz W JE A, R UZAEOR 2 AL, 2
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T FRAEHOE G IR 2 A B/ 2
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PGB TR R IR A RIS e kT . fln, X T
W20 g T S B B R R R A
e H A S, R s L 1 O AR, SO
CER ) B 2400 L BRSO AR IR D RE . B
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REFFRAS N BERE 1 2 E AR K™ (210) o
SN AR T BIS IR S B T G AL B,
REREF GHAZ AIERIE S HERA MR, K
AT RERS 5 B s HAK, B iR T RV — B 58
B AFHEAER, RARS S H S REL B
LY IRE. TE— BT SR8 R, BB AR T
RARBR , BERAT S 1 i R e B I 1 ) i
2P0 BT B AL, an PR 2R i 2 847 AE
R B 5 Z XN RS h Z i 4 iR . fER
2R HL A DX 1 UL 1) S BRI 2 7 DX 1Y
FE5 1) B BE O 12— B0 (RE5 R 167),
ELZIRESR AR T T de o A1 i i BT i
SEVREL O B ANPEIRAR I , 100 760 04 R 4 )
LRI A B T i W] 57 R )AL, AT DA ) 325 0
IS o

BRILZ A1, 50 40k 57 i s T 3 R
Y-SR R 0RO ) 22 AR AR, 49, — 3 RS T
i FHTEE RPE A, RO R i A o e i 2, 5%
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NI AL B A ak 2 3L [E A AT Y, B AR 3RAG—
Pt ZTRE” (FI4ES0E 5530 212) o WiE)E

TE“ AL LA XA Z W E, BRI AR DTG T AR B
SHEMENERARN " (Mana) . B K
AR R 280 RS A RO BEAS N O < A
kA A DN E e SN 7 B S AT D 7S
iz W RE AR AR &, WE DR LA e M i 4 32 R,
NG E AR BB A S, 2
AR T ICIE AT 2 . (BB TS E
() A 4% 1) | T 2 ) A gl i) s e B e R R 2R AT
o B RIPE A% ol B 2 ) 04 7 G B 3 R A9 AT A
B — FOE LT B T USSR R B B 1]
SN AR o A, B4 & —FhER A , B s i
WL, B — DI NI R AR LT (B
79) F 4E ek o7 Wt g5 W T 98 BT HA 1
AL TEAEATE " (BRI S ATEAE A — AL i 45
W S R — D) (HR D), 3 A
A EARA AR X —YI7" (27) B
R H R R A E 1 SCE, B A
B AR 2 TO R S SR A AT DA 2 AT A 7
(24) KM S AE R VUK AR I e | B i 4%
NR A EA A 5 S RO, fEAN R
XFIdffrp e A i 2 A i, BECE
AL A A IR S RS R & T
PEAESE AT B A AA D I8 ALY A A R,
A TR Z 5 (hau) , B ST T [0 21 2R HUY
Jri, IR AN IEAL , S22 BIART . (121)
BRI SER RN IR TCTE U0, (AT L
TERE, B H R IE RAE S REA R . Bt
WG AR Z B LLRE A HEVE T, SR AR 19 i PR S
YAAR N A TE ARG AL T gl S i A 3 A
H B AR IR R S A IR B Y 2
PFSIRAE B I — B LS MBS
— AT A B K PO IAAfE &, T B i
J& TR X ELEAAR AL 2T o ARLE LA
N SRS (R R 22 AR B R 36 A 4
#JE T — O —E R AR, 3 AR
HESL T T S R . R T EAT, 5)
4 SRR UL, W AR B X AT AR B
(FNGESGrRe 55 0 212) o WaiEdl, 3% ARy
NIREC 2 HA TR RS L, F—,E
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B2 R R T A 1, 26 TG 72 PR 1) B R AUk
52, Wi B LURE 7 B A BIE R LR R, A
REWIESZ . AT, S e Rs 57 0 A0 B x5 4
eIk, BRI & A R 1 07, (HoR o
FHAE N ETEEE T, HoA B A MO A e B
FOVE T, PR AL R LR BT 25— SR
PE AVER E Y BA — @MUk, 2R
P50 55 HE PR A IS B L S A2 2
JCSAEH E A, XA Z el LT 5 A o
A A RETS B ERESR D REARE B 4, L 70 57 A
GRERZE A R =S B I B Z 4k

=, HRFATRENTEES SN
“SERTIZEE

P58 55 19 %5F 25 RE 4 119 42 ) R 4 vh 7E S 4k
CAB) T € o] 25 B 48 X BUA AR 1 2E7) (¢ Why
do Empty Signifiers Matters to Politics?” ) fJ & 3¢
o L 5E 57 R v R 3 SO A R A F A T
ZSREFR IR IR Y BLAL o AR BEFE I SRR A R S A
FIRE PR B AL O B AL 2 B9 R AT RE T ((New
Reflections on The Revolution of Our Time 90), RfI
AT A5 3 SR e s, I B2 22 T 9 VE
HRICIE S8 R I 5 By — SR LA B
TNRL 5T S 4 B 75 AR AR X 1906 AR BN IR
RSP EGEIR R T, X R AEAL S BRI ) 2 AL
N R RIS 3l , B AR BesE M), 5t 25 01
T S A ZH 25 R R N R R TS W
WA, B NI S 5 SUTCTE ™ R L E
M DL 22 5 sB0R B P 2 R PR T
B3z gy SRR SO0 BRAT IR R B T AP 2 O 4
TR, BICIRRE S RE S TR SND0ER A
XS B 5 2 5 Z SN R R 19 7% AR A 2 A
BRIV BERN , 8 J5AS 1Y S 56 W A BB 72 196 Ml it B
AN 7 52 B4, T v 95 1 e 28 H 0 ) 5 R
“HERN TR

WRAAEAE [ 28 T, IR A BRI 3 1 B X
W = AWg? Prvd S5 G F T 2 R %
iz R BOa A AN SRR L R TSR
[7i] A1 2% 2 ) 1 1) R L DX S AR ZE P 1 R G
e Sy B E AR IEBTE 5 23R40 1 A
5 BB E, EFEN AR RS % Brdis BN
IS (] — P S5 08 A 9 % 7P B N B A 5

A& T WCRET AL, OF JE A BB R . AR
SR T R A 25 B LT IR A
AT BT L 2 ORBEAR . S 5 57K A HA By 52
RNIREAL S A 53E A BRSBTS
FRA (X B — 1 J 1, A TR AR 1 X 56
FEPAREE LA B, X2 X417 (antagonism)
REPHLERBIES X7, WS HTERAE RS
H PR S O L T A8 J8 S50 (equivalence ) , 451 0
TERE Fdirh AR REHAA BARR -5 B iR (B
e H 3k A 0 G ARR IR 2GR BOAL: O A gy R
(discursive) I IE 2, i 1 S 40, R BR T A & 1K
A SENETE (positivity of the object) If H [BIFE G &
PR AL T EsE F 78" ( Hegemony and Socialist
128 =29),

TEMCEER b P s o5 4 7 2R i) A IR
BB 2 XF PAAE 3% A4S 16 19 1% 2 N W B A, 2
hegemony FHIFE " FiAL” I, S8 1 1 H ] S 5K
U SCAC R P2 H N . A URRT 5 5, 9
R SR 2 e s v [ 32 SO AR am) (R i
201) o A BHIEAC AURAL WAL BR T e i
MBHEMNZ L, 58 0 T8 PR 5 GE ., 522
PEXf hegemony [ iR 3250 | HHA B F R
SICALRI N, BB E T EDIL L H R AR
ANT5H AHE XAMULERRIE T GIR N F
fit , V22 M2 AN [F] 48 A 2[R0 AH B 22 Bp R ) ol
RS IR . REvEI7 kR T 8 22 PU R ALY JE K
IR BB, OR R M55 b 1 S et | 3 Sk
W 54 ) PR S OGN TR, i — DR T AU R
AR IR IZ 4R . IR AN A% B RESE TOIE AT R E B
i Ak oxTork TR i 2 5 s Ptk A T 40 A, AT AT
B — [ S BACEAS T e w AL S BT A AT
AR AN FTRE ™ SO A4 )8 1z 5 55 5 S B
BIROY B SER , B R hir 50 57 r s 8 19 A 34
L EEETFRESZT, EREZSHTHRRIL
()R B 22 S SR AR i, 7ETH A 1
AR YEN TR S, P ve 55 2 ook i sh Tk
ZE AR T R A ) B — PR 5 S et

HURGE, U AL T8 SCIR IS S 5 57
1 AR, Y H B2 R 218 2 BT R RE TR IR
3| 3= FRETR AL R, R SOk S A BT 32 SCRE B, i
Seoi ) 76 F articulation X HHEFT BLHH
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T — A RO R R . X
BEEFETE 5 2 A B 2, B I A E
A 75 AR SO ARy, IR IR 4R B
“articulation AJ DAFEHEIEHE /> L& 7, d AT AR AE
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JE , articulation 7EIF 5 = HR RPN 017, AR SE
s EAE TP B B R, T, —
AR B SE AR R, (H S PR 1 B
ML ENEE) . B RALRESR SREdE Z W) e 5
JIrdig Z 1) AT 22 SRl 23, LU 2 AR N Y RE TR
SR MRS R 2SS . A, fii
I7 B i 2 22 Ve R BER B 3 S RER S
e PR AR FREE ARER . RGP A
5AE A X5 25 5 B R s R 0 B, B R IRER Y
Behl o BEEET WA IR — M BT R 4, T
BN R, WA BERN YRR . AR S
P AT UAH B OCHR , {H 250 ok — DRIk i K 3
BE BRI AT ISR IR . I, 1R —E /Y SR
TR PIFIAFDTR WG XK R AR
WAL BB E R 48 XS R AR BT ( Critical
Dialogues 141)

JCBE, TEhL 50 57 B BEIE v, FAL B HE L A RE
i P RETR ML A R A 0 AR OCIR Y
oG, B2 IR RESR " A B R S ER BEER B
FFRETE A AR, o SRR G 2F 5 I )
AR, B AT R HE AR B E AR
R G HE T REFR IO, . (HEE AR
B AT A TE RN . ARSI ATT BRI R — YR
BT GeEk , [N N REHE 52 AT LATCRAE A 1, 2504
HIERNHE RAATE. (HIX R AATRENE” X
MBI R RedE RIEME IR . o TIREH %
PO, 25 REFRTETE BAT F FRIG A1, BN AN BT 3t
WA ) B 4% f8 ) 4, W SBOAS [ 7 3 ) 36 .
IER D e, 337 58 57 A 0 FE N B R BRI B N A 4
BB E 2 T, AR AR S
[FATR - PR, S5 B 2B C o 3X A © [ ARAE
TR WA Bk, FEXA R B
AR F A LA A S [ A 0 A A
( Emancipation (s) 42), &A BWERMNE, DL H
Fritny 2 PERE SR IR I RESE 20l 5 5 v R B
Wi BT TR i A0 (B8R 2% BA AL, Fi# ek o5
SR ABENRT LR J5 & SR A4 RUBE « * B ot ) R X
PrERBE AR, B E R R RSK T 1R

o BT B0 R A, DT R B — R 9
(ERBUBTRL , py — > 470 8 25 X0 122 i
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