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Title: The Essentialist and Anti — Essentialist Features in Gates’ Literary Theory

Abstract: Gates’ literary theory is a hybridity of anti — essentialism and essentialism, which shows in three aspects. First, he
maintains a non — essentialist concept of race, to speak for the black people with an identity based on African origin. Second, his
key criterion for black literature is the form of text and the author’ DNA embedded in the text with unidentified author’ s racial i-
dentity. The form creates formal lines of continuity between the texts which constitute the shared text of blackness. As not all no-
vels have formal connection with other Black texts, Gates has to find their authors’ identity to prove their black identity. Third,
Gates’ theory is the product of the Eurocentric bias that theory is the province of the Western tradition, something alien to the
black. In order to refute the bias, Gates proved that the black people have their own literary theory tradition, and the black civili-
zation is the source of the whole Western civilization. Gates’ theory is grounded on poststructuralism and anti — essentialism, but
the theoretical context of black literary theory requires black critics to find the artistic essence and structure of their literature, so
Gates goes back to structuralism and essentialism.
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PR B ERIIR? SR, FEAE T LR IOR
T HEE S LRSS . XFEF IR
THBHRLNH, BERMANTAN H & 755 i
237 (Abrahams 163 ) , i S & SCA [ 3 S0 T4 10
B, PTG — Rl 4 Lo 0 5 | HR P 1 S
Wk o PRI, B Aok 5 211 2R 1 22 510 2] |
LR HICEPIE A S fris, A2 e e
PR o AT UL, R IF A FRAAR R 1Y
FH, PSR HOZi 5%, B B hIR K25
B2, T LUE RN i BT F S SCAR AR B
T ICERER IR A S A R B S B
FET RN By, 55 AL T AR T IR IR
KRE—WRARHRKR, 200 ERE, X
ol 5 e o] 2 BEL RS 110 O R AW RG2S AR G 58
[ 2A B M E i ge—1k , T A A5 Tk I SR —
HAH” AC BN S, TFXMEs
PR S e L —— X AR S R
FHEARIE 5 (vernacular) , BT DA k48 1« “ AL
Gr—EHARAER 7 58 B BT s R R,
Rpe @ 4g B A A e RN BRI S 2
(“Signifying” xxi) , Ay itt, 3 =L B AE i—
PR JEFETE 5 I 5 305, B 308 = 30327 Tk
BNZEH AT 55 AN T2 B BT 38, 1 A2 & B —
BRI AL ge i« IR B8

YW [C S I TE Lt B, vT LU L)

ST AR RO TG 32 7 A BRI T
AU, T4 SR R i K Oy T
Wiho 307 AR U TR R
R MR R R
L “ T S0 | G “F B
VO R @b 4

iEr’ﬂ “}j_ji{’b” ‘ ./:Erlﬂ “%iﬁiﬁ”
— Ml AL

ALVAAR SRS 0

M, A RGBT T AR HLIR B ol
HAAFAE” 19 BA YRR, T R AR IR “ AR o
ST O I L ) A BES AL GRS s K
o FH PR A 2 SRR T 3 (EL R 3 e Ay
TEOROARGERI G R R T R B
W7 XA AR SO« /30T K AR
O, F2AE T 5 [ SCB W 27 T R A
VRBGAAUR S ST B B U AR RIS 5a 3
XS5 B EOR RN — 58 e S T W ARE
EARMEN RIS AR R o XA R0 2R
I NP BE 2 4 0 3 7 B
ISRV A 12 B —FA BRI G, D O IE X 2
BUBGERL T RN A" B o NIk, 4
SCRA T E AR LR BT, RN
“IRAOIEEET TR S ] 1R 32 30 A8 A8 AL AR A i FR 3T
WP A o SR, X2 N7 i A
RASCA SCR IR BRI AW o AR
AbFAEICHEPEINIY , 4 R B A BT ST 5,
SEARIE AR — VB 25 R T 30 VBE
PEIR A SR A JSUAE I — ol S 0 S A T
ZHTHIE ™, TGN S5 M 3 SO A7 AE £ X 4
SR B0 BN, I fipe A 3 SO 0 5 M 3 SO o6
-5 B 1K) Jey R PR 4 ] 37 ( Napier 296 ) o #41]
WL, BT G T2 SORLBAT e My 250 BEA AR
X BA SA T E o NI, 76 1 AR SEIHAK
BA T (B P AR AT S5 AT, ik R BB S
JEAA W7 AT, X g R i R SR ROAR
Ji 2B SCE A 3 SRR LA AR

iERE [ Notes ]

O WA " — I R WAT P2 AR T4 3R
Bl A FEEBUR B AT A, fAME RS LR AR
B AR R OR R, R L AR o FETE R
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SERE BB GET , o QPR B R 2 108 1] R K, BB
I SRR 5 A B8 A T B 4 4t B ) B R AR TR S 1Y
FKAL G0 AR YL GE , 42 90 DT 5 (78 B, AT R S B 17
“ROT EBER RN EH 238, WA AARIEI R
FiZ AR ASLE A T B OB e B AR, AR i 2
FRRTCA BB AL GE i) S8 Bk, BE T AT B0 A A T RN
“H BB BN BB, MR, 3 ROGE S WIR K AR
K7 AA 2R, WA E BN B REHE” K EAERY
#tko B, wpid R A SR 2SO [E 5 %, IR A
FHEC CIEYHE A A (1999) B SO SEHIIEBIZE A
ARZARYHTHT, A CHIA ARG S V51 30 S04
PRR IR B SCHRPYJ5 75 2 F SCTUk o
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