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Abstract: Among literature on poetry during the Ming dynasty (1368 — 1644 ) there was poetic treatise, which focuses on
theoretical and systematic expounding on the basics of poetics. This type of writing evolved through three stages of emergence,
improvement and maturation. Li Dongyang’s Poetry Commentaries from the Foothill Studio and Xu Zhenqing’s On the Art of Poetry
were two key works in the first stage. Li’s work presented a gradually strengthened emphasis on the systematicity of poetry
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