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Title: The Dao Shown in Skills or Integrated into Skills: An Examination of Zhuangzi’ s Aesthetics on Skills

Abstract: In Zhuangzi’ s relationship between Dao and skill the prevailing understanding is that Dao can be shown in skills.
This understanding the paper argues may not be internal to Zhuangzi’ s thought but derivative from later theorists and scholars
on the basis of their understanding of artistic and aesthetic practice. The later theorization may also result from the integration of
Confucian and Daoist thoughts. The within — heart epiphany and the experience of “sitting and forgetting” do not correspond to
the spirit of arts or aesthetics but to the spirit of morality. The pursuit of the fantastic skills instead of the practical skills in
Zhuangzi’ s thought is a way to approach the Dao starting from skills and ending in integrating skills into the Dao.

Key words: the Dao shown in skills attaining the Dao beyond skills integrating skills into the Dao aesthetic spirit
Author: Chen Huoging Ph.D. is an associate professor at the Department of Literature and Arts Guizhou Normal College
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