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Title: St John the Baptist: Da Vinci’s Irony

Abstract: In Leonardo da Vinei’s St John the Baptist, the figure is androgynous, whose expression and posture look enchanting
and tempting. Such an image does not accord with the description in the Bible, which is remarkably unusual in Christian culture.
People in the Renaissance began to rethink about truth and revelation of Christian religion, believing that Christian thoughts and
culture were not monolithic any more. St John the Baptist predicts the coming of Jesus; namely, he witnesses the true light.
However, da Vinci transformed his image characteristics and gave the image new connotation and symbolic meaning, which made
Christian truth that St John foretells ambiguous. This is an irony in the painting. Da Vinci brought this figure inner tension by
means of causing contradiction between the Christian prophet and the androgynous image, which suggested serious conflict
between Hellenistic truth and Christian revelation. The irony in this painting is double: first, the figure St John the Baptist is
ironic, for he predicts truth and he himself is not truth; second, the way da Vinci represented the image is ironic, as the figure is
St John the Baptist but not the original prophet John in the Bible. In double ironies, da Vinci implied his rethinking about two
questions; What is truth? What is the way to truth?
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B, 1) E /Y, ZEIRAR RIS A S E SR AT
TERARLIE A XS 0 ) b, R R AR 4R 4F
KA R 8 5 T AR A 5 1 Z W) 4 2%
o AERXBIOCHR AR R T A O R S B4R
B ONIRTT ARG A Y R, MAR R AN A 2 Y
FHUARATAFA A 1T 75 I L AR EEAE O [T 4
AR T EL A R 4 2 O AR AR IR LIRSS ML
A T BIAN . MBETAT 45T W A R UG LR
LW BA AR T ZO AR At HU2
FIABRZ SR I, 203 3 1 b ) 55 30, AT AT
farif 2 A O SRR A . XOIFAE SRR
JERAN e B JK P HE AR Al 2 (9 8L 2 AN 1k — 432/
A, FUR TR 1L T B 14 2 SR 1 i 2 B A 2
HRAT B[R 2 B T AN o L SE Rk a8 320
T B O R R SRS LS BT 452, B0 22 A AR B I e
T S ol L R S el R TR A T 2
], ZEWoE K PIA SC R R PE R BEE . i A
HLVA B 2 MRE RS A 2 9 BA B & B
A2 AR EIFII ARV o (HR SEUF A AR P I AN
TSR B e 2 H Y, 22 WGBSR LY AR VIR T 1
FAFR R VIR AE T (B BEAH) , TR A B A
(Y SEAT ik 2 R I AR, B T ARG A
FUFRZR VA PRl SRR MR B 22 0 5E
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5], AR DL A g 78R 1 SE A T E g . PR
X T2 I = B R, T R 5] £ B5R R
SR RAFFIAAG A Z X T Z 1 KR A2 L

TERE B St G ER B b, BV AR S —
MNFHAE, L - SFANIHTE E L RN, 0
T F LA AR AN 1 DL R )
Ry, W IHEAERS - 5 WA I R A, 51
FULf A O MR RAF ARG 35 - SR AN
22 [ sk 9 B v i CRAE T80 2 ) 18 3 KR SRR
ABTESA R - AR ST T SR T
FUEAR, (U0 ) X — R T & 3 R AT
BYEF AP XTI, AN AT REAN G IA - 25 Ar T BURUR
% TERATE A AR BUAR T b B T R
M ETE Bl (an act of loving will) , |5 AT 1431
Y ARG AR h 2 in Gy, ] Bk
FOREN, I 2 5l a5 A Al B A T AR X AR Y
T b A 52 118 T v 8 S B0 A AR R U AR
FETE T — (Gillespie 84—85) . X AEAYRES
XTIk - SR AN IZ s BA BRG] T, o
T W THAE I 72 2 W SR B, T L SR Y B 7
BXFIA - JF AR B Al BRI AT IR T o
DS PLIG A ST UL AR 1k 2Rk iH
K, B Z AE R — R IR G A B Y 25 1Y
A b E LB A WS 1. Mk - J5a W it
ZRBITE I By, FE AT 1Y 3B AR BRI E 4
B AT B 2R AR RL B 32 S S Y
AR X T B A T S R

BESRIEIA - IR A I 2 1 2 A SR E AR R e
VEZTE X R o XNk R B B
TEIK - ZFAr A TG v A AL, AATIA A
M REE AL R, XFEEIFESOR
o BRI ey, AR 20 ) H Rk - SF AT
— B SE A I A N, BRI A4 R
AGS EEURNER ., I8 - FEH T AH
T, BT A AR IEVE BT, FRATHANER ik - IF
AAS AR TR RIOC R A ARG R A8 b
AETE 2 5RO R b 8 o 56, Ho 7E & BRI 15 %
TABEA R X A S S SRR E L T R
FEmH RALHH

A SR E AR T He— BAR
ARG BT, 1 0 v R BB R F 5k B IR R
“IEAR A I AR AR T B A IS
W, B EEE — R KA, BN o Rl 2 B —

AINHR 7N R 8 30 S T 3 ) S A Y T R A
SR EDUL T A B SR RS Y o BN SR X I B
ARG, TS XA 7R 1 A DA SR £1 B (sub
specie ironie) T LAWIEL” (204) o 3K - ZRA AR TR
IPARIE 2 3020 26y BT, i il 1 SR AT T
EL{UE-A PN 758 = 7 Nl Sl E T -l o o €2
TEo L7r WFETE AR 15 AT BE AOUE LU, AR AT
AT AR5 R I 52 I 30 i) i 2 SEAR GO 1 4
B L AHE AANTE ST iR TR AR a
(ARG FrLh, XT3k - SR &, R EHOERE
FER IS (B[R I et R — A TR A Y
IS (FRPLFRIR 209) o Mg, s R dlE
IRIN R TIAS R SO SE T A i SCAk s
J¥Ar A A Y SORCE B 13 T A i SCAE

Tt e 29 A B e — A RO ATIE 4
TSR LR R U - R Pk Y 29 I8 L, 31X SRR
JRTE SN T o AR 2R IR A Al A
DV 2L 1Y 2 i, SR T At 4 B K T R L
(211) o I RN, K - 5 A7 LT A L& A 1Y
SREOREPE TP R R A E T R BB
TE ABAD PR T BB A 4 DL K ] LY
R, AECHEVE S 208 o, 15 B — A RO
Ny, RO B, 35 - S5 g R
(A3 B T4 S — A B R e 23, 1A A6 G [ ) v 24
TG 1] 08 B R X B L 35 T A 2R
B, RATABREICAES - ZFar AT
IE7E R AR B, o B R B
BRI . TEROMI AR E T, 35 - ZF AR ME M2
B A A, AL b W B R
( Nature ) 5183 A B 19 7775 , i H BEAS W7
XFHAREATIR R FBESE, DL — B0 2 e 1 R 2%
i 23 AR R AT 0 YR B3 7 =, X
WIE B RMBIEE I ROy FSE By
TR BT XS TR SR e 3 B T, ARARAR
TE IRRAR AT fEZ B (Da Vinei 205) .

7E%E [ Notes ]

@ ik - SFArARNM IS S KE) e i B 2 A i,
HA UM I VA%, e b 12 590 1 11 52 50 46 51 BN 2 1 27
VISR - ik - RTINS 5 RE) o

@ TR E: Gk - JF A fe—— X BAE AT
1) (5 AR, B BARIME R Rk, 2005
) R
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