i %ﬁ.i! ‘%%Iir ",'c)t’. Theoretical Studies in Literature

Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art and Art
Volume 39 | Number 2 Article 11
March 2019

Reconsidering Yan Shu's "Worldly-wise and Self-preserving"
Personality

Mingzhen Shao

Follow this and additional works at: https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal

6‘ Part of the Chinese Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Shao, Mingzhen. 2019. "Reconsidering Yan Shu's "Worldly-wise and Self-preserving" Personality."
Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art 39, (2): pp.117-125. https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/
vol39/iss2/11

This Research Article is brought to you for free and open access by Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art. It has
been accepted for inclusion by an authorized editor of Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art.


https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol39
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol39/iss2
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol39/iss2/11
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal?utm_source=tsla.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol39%2Fiss2%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1081?utm_source=tsla.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol39%2Fiss2%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol39/iss2/11?utm_source=tsla.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol39%2Fiss2%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://tsla.researchcommons.org/journal/vol39/iss2/11?utm_source=tsla.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol39%2Fiss2%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

ER“HEERS"HIE

AR BR 2>

 OE: RPN REACE RN AL TR AT RE L R P AR E T — 8 KA A R FAAS % 75 0% 6
AR A R —AZ IR, MEE L, ERMEEUAR S IER L, TR S AR L
Bl “RAEHRG RFBATRFE - K- RR),"RYRLY , ARL G RRKEASF G- R, “AEHREL”
BB RACEHF LT AR, m BRERALR, XS 5B ERFLE ARAANEIALE LR, Ak
ARG —3T, F AR A R BT WETFR SR, R R AR BT ARE R,

KW : AR Y; B Rk HE

EER N : RS, LF WL LR RFERGEIAF R, EENFERIFAL, @ikt LET &L
#3663 F AR IFTE K FEFRREAAFR(RAINGEFIR), SRE % AL 200062, @ F ¥f 4 : mzshao@ hanyu. ecnu.

edu. cn

Title: Reconsidering Yan Shu’s “Worldly-wise and Self-preserving” Personality

Abstract: Ouyang Xiu once evaluated his teacher, Yan Shu, with a verse, “Fifty years of affluence and leisure, always worldly-
wise and self-preserving. ” However, the expression of “worldly-wise and self-preserving” has been misinterpreted as a criticism
and further regarded as Ouyang Xiu’s final evaluation of Yan Shu. In fact, neither “affluence and leisure” nor “worldly-wise and
self-preserving” has derogatory meaning back then. On the philological level, “worldly-wise and self-preserving” ( mingzhe
baoshen) originates in The Book of Songs and is recognized by Zhu Xi as an accomplishment. In its original sense, people who are
worldly-wise and self-preserving not only devote themselves to state affairs but also possess positive characters such as
disinterestedness and selflessness. This reference is substantially different from the expression’s current significance of being
tactful and selfish. Only by clarifying this semantic discrepancy can we rectify the distorted image of Yan Shu and unveil his true
personality.
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