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Title: Potential of Poetic Dialogue: Guo Xiangzheng’ s Innovative Appropriation of Li Bai

Abstract: Guo Xiangzheng ( 1035 — 1113) was a prolific poet of the Song Dynasty who was hailed as a protege of poetry and
whose incredible imagination resembled that of Li Bai. Unfortunately many literary scholars have oversimplified Guo’ s work as a
mere derivative of Li Bai’s. This paper intends to renew scholarly interest in Guo’ s poetry by illustrating his innovation and so—
phistication in utilizing Li Bai’ s poems and style. Through his use of different poetic devices Guo creates varied dialogues with
his audience across a broad span of time in order to achieve political and personal purposes. During his years between nineteen
and twenty —six Guo strategically appropriated Li Bai’ s literary style as a means to connect with his mentor Mei Yaochen. After
Mei’ s death Guo used Li Bai as a source of inspiration to address the literary community and satisfy their expectations. In his
poetry Guo also addressed Li Bai directly and treated him as a participant in their dialogues. After age forty —six Guo chose to
be a recluse and live in solitude during which he continued to write. Instead of mentioning Li Bai he addressed his deceased
family and himself in his poems. Li Bai’ s absence left room for Guo’ s own healing from the trauma of his family members’
deaths and allowed Guo to exercise his own agency in writing. Guo’ s innovative appropriation of Li Bai’ s work set the standard
for later poets to expand upon the work of their predecessors although further research is needed to explore the implications of his
contributions.
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Notes
@ : The word in language is half someone else”

"ones own" only when the speaker populates it

s. It becomes
with his own intention his own accent when he appropriates
the word adapting it to his own semantic and expressive in—
tention. Prior to this moment of appropriation the word does
not exist in a neutral and impersonal language ---  but rather
it exists in other peoples mouths in other peoples contexts

serving other people s intentions: it is from there that one
must take the word and make it ones own Language is
not a neutral medium that passes freely and easily into the
private property of the speakers intentions; it is populated —
— overpopulated with the intentions of others. Expropriating
it forcing it to submit to ones own intentions and accents is
a difficult and complicated process. Bakhtin  Mikhail.
Problems of Dostoevsky “s Poetics. Trans. Caryl Emerson.
( Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press 1984) 294.
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