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Title: On the Paradigm Shift in Literary Studies from Literature to Literariness

Abstract: The ideas of modern literature from Madame de Stael to Matthew Arnold were developed on the traditional paradigm of
literary studies, which approaches literature from the perspective of the theory of subjectivity and takes literature as the ways and
products of the individual subject$ activities. As a result, what is revealed through literature studies is not the truth of literature
but the truth about the subject, which is essentially about how the subject is constructed through literary activities. Russian for-
malists put forward the concept of literariness and defined the object of literature as literariness of the works, and thus the para-
digm of literary study is changed. The exploration in literature studies is set free from the conditioning of grand narratives and em-
pirical studies on literature become possible. As literary studies free themselves from philosophy, sociology, history and psychol-
ogy, the exploration of literature may be focused on the specific features of literariness. When literary study is freed from causal
determinism, it is possible to examine the essential characteristics of literature in its specific historical context.
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