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Title: On Steinberg’s Appreciation of Jasper Johns: A Reflection on the Criticism of Avant-garde Art

Abstract: The stylistic difference between the avant-garde art and the traditional proves to be a big challenge even to art critics.

The pressure posed by the title of art critic may propel the critics to produce a pioneering theory or an over-interpretation. Over—
interpretation may be exemplified by Leo Steinbergs appreciative analysis of Jasper Johns. After a close examination the paper
claims that Steinberg had not really stepped out of the dominating shadow of formalism. The essential reason for his failure lies in
the fact that Steinberg failed in grasping the essential nature of self-authorization in modern art and the paper maintains that a
new understanding of the essential nature may lead to a possible way.

Key words: avant-garde art; Leo Steinberg; over-interpretation; Jasper Johns; self-authorization of modern art

Author: Qiu Xiaolin Ph. D is an associate professor in the School of Literature and Journalism at Sichuan University

(Chengdu 610065 China) with research focus on the Western theory of literature and art. Email: qiu_xiaolin@ yahoo. com

) b

e 16



?
. ?
?
(Leo Steinberg 19202011)  “ 7
/
"( 475) . 40
( : 20

» (Other Criteria: Confrontations with Twentieth—

Century Art Chicago: University of Chicago Press
2007) § D

56). ( »

- &

o

27(96) .

- &

”( 89).

2 (92)

e 17



2014 5
(
(Erdopohl 53) .
; P »
o ”(Reily and Charles 20) .
(100)
@ ¢ ’
?7(35) .
1958
. (Jasper Johns 1930- ) o
[ ”» (40)
( ?
20 »
1962 { »
( . —
7 Yo
. 27)

e 18«



[

" (44).

113

(made)

7 (45) .

- &

»

(simulated) ;

: 20

13

»

»

. (46-
47)

”( 44) .

e ]9«



2014 5

(52).
?
5
(
. (48)
?
?
”(50) .
?
2
» ?
?
4. “
”( 44) .
(
)
( . )
6.
[ »” ( <<

e 20

>«

“

13

44) .

”(55)

113

(

”(56) -

113

»)

»

»

- &

44).



( )

(metamorphosis)
. ”(28)
(
»)
— ( »
”(63) .
7' “
”( 44y,
7 (63-64) .
?
(64)
8. [43
”( 44y,

(

(65) .

. (65)
?
(72)
[13 ” |
(D) o 1
( 6 8
). (2)
( 2.3.4.7 )
- (3)
2.3.4.7

e D] e

»



2014 5

N ?
[13 ”» -
?
?
? ') o
? ? “
22 (31)
?
[13 »
(13 »
“© ”»

e DD e

(Kierkegaard)

€« ”

)



1958

43)

1961

(trial cuts)

[13

55)
(
)
N N )
. (40)
1950

i

[3

1

: 20
(¢ )
100
(
( »
(worldplace)
7 (105-07) -

......

”»

e D3 e



2014 5

”»

- &

e D4 .

143

”(107-08) .
”» !
);
?
? ?
( B ‘

113

1950

”»

(Bass 45) .

(

”(78)
“ ”(
(
(G “
D)
)
501) .
Notes
”» : <<
Y (
2012 ).



® { Y (False Start) 2006

8000 o . Wikipedia the free
encyclopedia. June 25 2014. Wikimedia June 29 2014
(http: //en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Jasper_Johns) .

Works Cited

Bass Jacquelynn. Smile of the Buddha: Eastern Philosophy
and Western Art from Monet to Today. Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press 2005.

Erdpohl  Evamaria. Criteria of Identity: A Comparative
Analysis of Raymond Federman’s The Voice in the Closet
and Selected Works by Jasper Johns Together with the
Original Text of Raymond Federman’s The Voice in the
Closet and An Introduction by Richard Martin. Frankfurt
am Main: Peter Lang 1992.

A ) N
o N 1988 .

Frascina Francis and Harrrison Charles eds. Modern Art

and Modernism. Trans. Zhang Jian and Wang Xiaowen.

Shanghai: Shanghai People’s Fine Arts Publishing

House 1988.
: » .
1994
Kierkegaard S.. Fear and Trembling. Trans. Liu Ji.
Guiyang: Guizhou People’s Publishing House 1944.
Riley Charles A.. Art at Lincoln Center: The Public Art and
List Print and Poster Collections. Hoboken New Jersey:
John Whiley & Sons inc. 2009.
. R : 20 bi
o : 2013 .

Steinberg Leo. Oiher Criteria: Confrontations with Twentieth—
Century Art. Trans. Shen Yubin. Nanjing: Jiangsu Fine
Arts Publishing House 2013.

i — 7K
»1(2014):549.

Wu Xingming. “On the Philosophical Sense of the Avant—
Garde Art: Focusing on “Thing’ . ” Literature and Art
Studies 1 (2014):549.

e D5



	On Steinberg's Appreciation of Jasper Johns: A Reflection on the Criticism of Avant-garde Art
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1647465123.pdf.QIROU

