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Title: From “Nature” to “Nature-as-such”: A Reflection on the Object of Ecocriticism

Abstract: What ecocriticism studies is not “nature” as material and substantial environment but “nature-as-such ” that
appearances in literary works. “Nature-as-such” is a conception between abstract idea and physical reality which could be
understood by the way how natural things are described in literary works and it could be used to explain how natural things are
experienced in the real world. The conception of “nature-as-such” leads eco-eriticism to step out of the first and the second wave
in criticism which takes nature either as substantial environment or cultural construction and enables ecocriticism to explain the
relation between man and nature on ontological level.
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