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Title: Existentialism in Hong Kong: Reading from the Perspective of Mass Culture

Abstract: During the late 1950s and the early 1960s the popularity of existentialism in Hong Kong played a significant role in the
local modernism movement which was represented in both criticism and literary works. The introduction and dissemination of ex—
istentialism in Hong Kong was much affected by the local environment of newspapers and the magazines. Representative figures
became popular cultural icons and their changing views brought about the changes in important concepts which in turn changes
the existentialism in Hong Kong. While holding their elite position the intellects who advocated modernism were deeply involved
into the current change through their contest for the right of discourse. The narrative of existentialism manifested as one face of
mass culture contains the collective imagination of Hong Kong people and suggests the direction of future development since late
1960s.

Key words: existentialism mass culture code elite position imagined community

Author: Zheng Lei is a Ph. D. Student in The Chinese Department of Lingnan University Hong Kong. Her research interests
cover modern Chinese Literature and the contemporary Chinese literature with a focus on modern periodicals and Hong Kong lit—

erature. Email: z. margaret] @gmail. com

“ << >> €« b2
¢ 2« NG

( bi

( 24 - 35)
( )« ).«
PIKS » . . K«
K¢ » « . » { »

- 138



mus) .

( Seren Aabye Kierkegaard) .
( Jean Paul Satre)

( Frangoise Sagan)

The Times ) o

( Albert Ca-—

1 10 ¢«
1965 1
»
PNK
P
( PN
IR
)
{ »
{ »
PIKY "
» »
tre)
( 4) .

“ /7 /AN VAN
c /N / Lt
€ >« P
P PIKS by
27 c ( PR
P K¢ PNK¢
PIES DK G N
P ).« P PN
¢ DN G NE G N ¢ PNK¢
( P PN PN
DK G N PNK¢ .
<< >>O
4 2« »
{ . »
. [ ]
{ Y« )
{ » o ”
( P )« PIE
PIK PIKS K¢
1956 1969
1957 1964
( The Atlantic .

1962 1

»

(

10 ¢
; 1964 1 3

(

bi

(

( Sar—

173

* 139



2012 3

<< >>O <<
>> 13 ” “
“ ” ( Beat Genera— ¢ ’ ( Existentialism)
tion) ¢ " ( Hippies) o ‘ ’
NN ' 4-9 © »
( 59-72) . « )
( Jean Paul — Satre) ( PNEQE
( . ( ) (
“ 7 » { > ( Simone de
Beauvoir) { — y @
( y oo
"( ‘@ ”»
) o (G
o §
L« » -« o ”0 - ) ‘
( Fredric Jameson) o {

» ( ))

244) . ( John Dos Passos)
. 1963 3 1 4 D)
{ »
) ( MASS CUL- o ( 36)
CUTURE) -+ ”( 1), “ i

( PNKS bi N

- 140 -



(

"«
€ Do

“« »

(

>> “« »

bi

“«
“«
”
”»
“
” 5)
”»
“
»
§
“

(

¢

”»

)

) 4

€ DK )

194 ., (
60

( » “ -
” >> ¢ 4

“ » ( «“ ¢
)

« »”
@ ” .
o )

|
»
”» I
« » o«
”

( )

¢ » " S
( Do
>> “ ” “

»

“«

’ 9

( bi

(

”
I ”
” “« ”
173 ”»
“
‘ ’

‘ "710) .

«
”»
” “ »
» 2
«
”

(

(

- 141 -



2012

3

61 4

"« »
§

(

( » o«

( 165 - 66)
{ y o«

€ b

»

- 142 -

)

»

. 1963

(

1960

~
”»
4)
”
“«
“
“« ”
“«
“«
“ ”»
”
~

54)

§ »

“«
” 4)
” “« ”
»
’”
»
~

( William Barrett)



( [43
¢«
»
4 »
{
82 -91) .
<< >> “ »
“ ’75) .

» 52)0
Y« — .
"( 15) .
1962
. 1966
) 1967
(
. 1964 10 3 4
{ »
” (
" (255)

Notes
0K 2 « . [
1p) ¢ 21956
. 1957 .
{ » 4 »1958
¢ » N (
»1958 o « — p)
{ » .
@ D 7K .
Y1961 5 3 .
©) ¢ ( Yo
2005 .

Works Cited

. — "

Kunnan.

»1(1963) : 1,
Cen Modern Edition 1
(1963): 1.
“ " 2960 4 10 o
— — —. “On Sagan. ” Hong Kong Times. April 10 1960: 3.
“ — §
. 2(1960. 2. 15 - 1962. 6. 30) "
( —1949 )

“ ” 2008

“Dream and Proof. ”

o 75,
Cheung Wingmui. “Lonely Little Flower on the Repulse
Bay: The Research on the Column of Repulse Bay in
Hong Kong Times from Feb. 15 1960 to Jun. 30 1962
under the editorship of Liu Yichang. ” Years of Prosperi—
ty: Hong Kong Literature from 1949 . Hong Kong: CU-
HK Press 2008.
¢ ( )t 1951

‘ ’ ”

> « »

«
(1945 - 1976) Yo
2008 .
Fan Sinpiu. “A Reading of the Short Stories on The Col-
1951. ” The
Resources on New Fun Column in New Life Evening Post
(1945 —1976) . Hong Kong: CUHK Press 2008.
L "« M0 4 2 4
Gao Tang. “Sagan. ” Chinese Student Weekly April 22
1960: 4.

umn of New Fun in New Life Evening Post

"«
21955 4 1 .

“Good News: University Life to be Published on 10 April. ”
* 143 -



2012 3

April 1 Chinese student weekly 1955: advertisement. Hua University 2010.
S : I ’ g )
¢ ) . 1960 4 16 :10.
1998 Sister Thirteen.  “ About the Existentialist Literary

Thought. ” Hong Kong Times April 16 1960: 10.

Jameson Fredric. “The Concretization and Utopia of Mass

Culture. ” Pleasure: Culture and Politics. Trans. Wang —_— " ‘ ’ 7L »1960 4
Fengzhen et al. Beijing: Chinese Social Sciences 17 10,
Press 1998. - — —. “Additional Thoughts on the Reverberation of the
“ K 1963 6 Existentialist Thought. ” Hong Kong Times April 17
1 @ 52-54, 1960: 10.
Lee Yinghao. “Discussion of Aspects of Existentialism. ” — " ‘ ’ i
University Life June 1 1963: 52 —54. § 2960 4 22 5,

«

_ . _— ”( )\ [

() « 21964 10 3 4 5.

- — —. “Romantic Start Absurd End: In Memory of
Wang Shangyi. ” New Life Evening Post Oct. 3 Oct.
4 1964: 5.

«

” (€ )
2007 . 8.

Liu Yichang. “New —fiction Anti — Fiction: The Speech
on the Lecture Series in the 2nd Global Youth Chinese
Literary Award Dec. 5 2003.” Old Articles Newly
Collected. Hong Kong: Cosmos Books 2007: 8.

K« : 1963 -
2003 Do : 2010 . 4.

Lo Wailuan and Hung Chi — kum. Two — way Road: Chi-
nese and Western Cultures Experience and Thinking.
Hong Kong: Oxford Press 2010: 4.

“ . ( » K »
1.11( 1957) : 36,

Ma Lang trans. “Dos Passos and 1919.” New Literary
Trend Jan.11 1957: 36.

“ " A 21963 6 1 4.

“Preface to Light from Pathos. ” University Life June 1
1963: 4

‘ "« 21963 5 16 4.

"Some Words for the Special Edition: A Preface. ” Univer—
sity Life May 16 1963: 4.

“ K Y1(1957) : .

“Highlights of The Next Issue No. 2. ” New Literary Trend
1 (1957) : Back Cover

2010

Qiu  Yulun. " Wang Shangyi and Existentialist Thoughts in
Taiwan in 1960s. M. A. diss. Taiwan National Tsing

° 144 -

“The Stream of Existentialism and Its Origin. ”

New Life Evening Post April 22 1960: 5.
« . . "y
Do : 2004 . 165 -66.

Tay William. “Cold War between East and West Fight
between Left and Right Hong Kong Literature. ” Eleven
Lectures on Liberal Arts. Taipei: Rye Field Press 2004:
165 - 66.

« ¢ ’ ‘ 4

R 2962 6 1
Wang Shangyi. “From ‘Stranger’ to ‘the Lost Genera—

~

115 =24,

tion’: Camus Hemingway and Us.”
June 1 1962: 15 -24.
¢ — ¢ ) \ (
— Do : 1995 .
198 -200,

University Life

Xixi. “How Hushuo says: about My City. ” Topics about
Time: Dialogues. Hong Kong: Suyeh Press 1995: 198
-200.

- " A 21960 10 12

Xia Ting. “After Camus’Death. ” Hong Kong Times Oct.
12 1960: 3.

o ’ — )

7« »11(2008) : 24 -35,
Yeung Choikit. “Deposition of Existentialism: Exploring
the Reflection of Western Existentialism in Hong Kong
Literature by Way of Fictions on Modern Edition. ” Hong
Kong Literature Quarterly 11 (2008) : 24 -35.
; 7K »1
(1957) :4 -5.
Yiwen. “Mental Conflicts of French Literature Worker.

New Literary Trend 1 (1957) : 4 -5

( I )

»



	Existentialism in Hong Kong: Reading from the Perspective of Mass Culture
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1647374404.pdf.eTYeg

