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Title: Essential Differences between the Late Qing and the May Fourth Written Vernacular Chinese

Abstract: Dedicated to enlightenment, the late Qing movement of written vernacular Chinese spread both old and new ideas,
whereas the May Fourth movement of written vernacular Chinese was an intellectual revolution. Not only did they refuse old ideas,
May Fourth literati radically criticized traditional Chinese culture and initiated the modernization of China on both intellectual and
social levels. Essentially, the written vernacular Chinese of the late Qing dynasty is a language of instrumentality, whereas that of
the May Fourth is a language of thought. The former, mainly including colloquialism and slangs, was an auxiliary language of
classical Chinese and unable to articulate ideas as an independent writing system, while the latter, aiming to replace classical
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