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Title: Analyzing Poetics with Calligraphy: Calligraphy and Poetics of the Classicist School in the Ming Dynasty

Abstract: Analyzing poetics with calligraphy is an important strategy for the Ming dynasty classicist poetics. It originates from Su
Shi and Yan Yu, flourishes with the first seven celebrities and the last seven celebrities, and ends in the five litterateurs. Such a
combination of calligraphy and poetics aims to establish classical aesthetics by learning from calligraphy in terms of its classical
characteristics, and thus to find a theoretical basis for ancient poetics. Furthermore, the classicist school moves beyond the
connection of form between calligraphy and poetics by emphasizing practice, namely, composing poetry in the way of coping
calligraphic works. In short, the classicist school establishes a well-developed poetics by relating it to calligraphy, hence
anticipating the widespread of classicism in the Ming dynasty.
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