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Title: An Interdisciplinary Discussion on the Political and Ethical Dimensions of Aesthetics: An Interview with Professor
Simon Critchley
Abstract: Simon Critchley is an English Philosopher, the Hans Jonas Professor in New School, New York. He is the founding
member of the executive committee of Forum for European Philosophy, the previous program director of College International de
Philosophie in Paris, the previous president of British Society for Phenomenology and the research fellow of Johann Wolfgang Goethe
University. Hehasheld visiting professorship at numerous universities and authored more than twentybooks which are translated into
French, German, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese, etc. In these books, he develops a strikingly independent philosophical voice of
western leftist and inquired the increasingly overlapped terrain of aesthetics, politics and ethics. Some of his books such as Very
Little-+- Almost Nothing (1997) , Infinitely Demanding(2007) , The Faith of the Faithless(2012) havegenerated lively intellectual
debate in the west, notably with Slavoj Zizek and Alain Badiou. Professor Critchley also writes for The Guardian and is moderator of
*The Stone’ , a philosophy column in The New York Times, which has attracted millions and thousands of readers.

In this interview, Professor Critchley traced the ineliminable aesthetic dimension of politics back to the time of ancient
Greece, and discussed how the shifting of conceptual and normative center of some pivotal aesthetic paradigms may influence the
studies of ethics and politics. Some key concepts like  poetic fiction’ , ‘sublimation’ , ‘comic paradigm’ and the dialectic pair

‘ autonomy/ heteronomy’ are discussed frequently, acted as the very hinge combining the interacted fields of aesthetics, literature,
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politics and ethics. This interview, on one hand, explains ‘the return of aesthetics’ in contemporary western liberalstudies, on

the other, offers us new potentials of social intervention of western critical theories .

Key words: Aesthetic turn; Poetic fiction; Sublimation;

Comic paradigm; Autonomy/Heteronomy

Author: Wang Xi, Ph. D., associate research fellow of Nanjing University, with a research focus on western critical theories

and Marxist aesthetics. Address: School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, No. 163, Road Xianlin, Qixia District, Nanjing
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POIARAL T AT AR . FRAR MO IR, )T 2
IR A CEAR M (510 ) (The Faith of Faithless) RV $%
PR R 3, T P A R R (R B, B R (On
Humor) FI{E #FILT- 5% ) ( The Dead Philosophers) B &4
HRPEART . DAFRX AR R B R A, B RS IR R
TG P 2 BB A T , LSS5 5 SRR BUA
AR T AT . — i, AR R R B — LA AT
AT T — SE e M, LG O J5 TR Y B e
Hi12# (autonomous ethics ) ¢ 5&2#1¥% Z2 35t B 14 Iy 52 [ - 5K
FRR T 58 3 T3 — Dy T, B0 3627 5 BUA S LA 38 XMt 1Y)
REGHBEE, UM A VT A SN TS R Brh e 4k
TR, E AT AR IR BT X BRI 3 2 1 B 2R R
PRI S X — SR A B g 3 56 27 2 B0V 18 B FEE 17y
HHG T, AR BOA FIS AL S A S X S22 AT
FEITEIHT T, BE Il IR X — & 2%, 7tk
AR —LE B FRA A A 1 IR R TR e 7

VORI S, B L RIS XTI
A5 5E2IAE EOC &R, B & TR AT o] BUK (political
regime ) #R I HISEVERY o 2SR, X ity A AR
ERIp ) AN ity Rl BT S 17 TE = R i o = R
AN . A XA T2, AT BT JE v
1 (Poyx) , Hfi TR SR AEIX A TF IS ) b FER T3 B4
Fo RN REEBFEWIR— 2, WA & il T —
FhEFEFM, HhREZERE 54T S el iy d i
FRNFEVNEARTE R, BRI 2R, sk R ARt
PR — i 38 22 JR U, B e SE AP AR B BRI B
M, FEf - B 20 oS H AR TR R
1145 (the society of the spectacle) [ECH: <, TIF A A
RS FTA SRR S Y (spectacular) o R AEAH
A B BT R AR R R B R A
FEUNCDURAL TR 30 X R ARV 1l SRR A IBOK T, BT
BT PR WA 1 28 2 FOUL BUE RATHIE TN A &
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PR K e, BOIh W] IR L6 A 36 AR R 35 5t 05 4] 56
A, AT ME R 5224 FI BB A 21 28

TNy A C R R, B o I S, B Kk
BB NG At 2 DO, ML 0 1 — 7 B, A
MRS v, 5025 A 1 7 S5 ) BE B R e A 1
B XA RS SRR A E S R R, U
Fo—SETEVE M 1AL 255 0, NGEIRE GEF = EE) B
FIRZ AR RS BRI — B A Wb 1 3, 7 i
Mo BUA— M LM, B — 1 HA L E T BR
HEHATE o FRIN T AN [A] RIS 11 2 AN [] 1) 552
pi 2SR N Tl ey 7= v 1] R B R 29

Tl R SE 2 5 BUA MR B 106 R W 2k A
Ji X AR BA R At F 2, et bl - fLk
FLA 37 (Nikolas Kompridis ) 75t ) 5 1 C B iA R py 5627
1)) HR I AR R BUR BF T o0 o 56 48 B v AL [l 39 5]
18 2 AR AL S I iR Ay I i, %) S 5K ABLT- B8
B PR AT SR IR ER 53654 ) (Dissensus ;: On
Politics and Aesthetics ) H g H “ BCE 76 JR | F =2 &%
97 o RGBS IR AE , AT An] BUIACHR 2 o SE MY, I8 4
SN R B R AW EVE S s e s S L L G NI B S e
M) B AT 2 MR 7

VO MARA 00 B FRAS IR A i JE sE L i
{91 72 B D AR B B OE 2 B VY 2R T RE 43 LT (the
distribution of the sensible) FYYRFRAE TG A . T ZEAMFE UG
902 , T AN AR A A e 1o, s AR e D 14, A — 1o S
SRR, I A FR T E A A X R, SRR
AT — R A PR R ST H IR B A AR
TR m 2 Bt Tt AR B i 1 J5 BUAREE 1) 5 %5 TR
FIEAE— IR AT I 7 15, TR RHE R MR BE , S X i
BB D SRR AR . TR R KT
WS IFTE AR EA AL 21 o B, WA AR TE i £
AR W Z A 7E 28 5, X ISR TG TE Y . LUK
TR ], 16 20 (Y S0A% 22 TE =X 3 (] = /A
S P 1) B SE 2 SR, B o 1 AR A SRR
AR, R B R LU, R R S A B &
RPANR, AR BIE . FRAT AT L) 2 50 A8 7 5 B 0 2
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SO A T XA A B R GE X 36 2 A
(aesthetic regime ) i 4 il #B AT A BT A 2%k, DR g
Fk A B T 2R R AR R TE R R A b
(presentation) iR AR PY, BIA RS

F T ORI ) U, B T e Pt 52 BN R W B
PRI 28 L IR AR E A — M E £ L e £
J&, BURET DA R AT R R R R R,
FRE RN R, NRBIE F2o SR G0 R 2o 26 M 2
WA B W, 2B A7 EVE 7 IR Frp, X2 il &
%/f{3 (representation) " Y WL BUIK . A T3 3 19 48
P, e Rt 2s b, A3 A TR L b 6 2 L e I A BB
T TTAS B R B A 3R 5 B SE B bk i M AT
TR/ RFEHGM L Pl ARG SIS F, &K
AN HOR A AE, ANT3E28 1 0 — 28 AR AR
e, X SO R M BAE UM A S g R TR NR
S, SR UE T, Tk e gk R IE N REA A
PIRATRIR A A A RSE A, X T AT RE? O T 2 284k, 36
IR RIAXFE—Fh a7 . NRSEIRRE S 1
¥ 1% (translate) , N ROSHATEBURN P REB A0

FNg: ABAFRAE T IX AR BRAR . A6 25 2BUAR 2430
ARG T K 45 e U5 AR k2
X B At 2 A R NREBATA & i 2SI, A
B 2 98 g W Al P VA AR R 52 5 e 7

LR TR T ARVFR LSRR ], 240k
Fo— BB TR, PRI &2 KRR SO AR, flik A
AU RO MR T i R 21 TR T 5L,
MEHFE K. XFHRINE, BUA A TUZEY T AR A
SRR Xt RAREEEZ R AETE R R . TETR
B 205 B DL IR B8 XA H (Les spectacles) )35 2415
PR, R B H R RCIR I AR IE T AR IR 28 A 12 I 1R R
B BRI, At TA Sy 33 85 18y — 37 A, TR Dy — HLAFAE R
Y, NERR TF UG AR AR R G AR dh i F i AR R 5 5
B o AE TN L, ME— i) B AR B SE A 1Y 98 2 HE IR
4> (aesthetic corroboree) , LBl HfE & N R B Ik 2.
HNRATE A b, SRR B, AR S Al A
O A 3£ 250 U0 ( aesthetic spectacle) , 5 H NV 25 0 AR
H, fflifii AWk, i1 A S FRUIH, 50K 2
B RAIE S B M BOMIE . 303 A1 2 B 7
BRI FITE , U U A B AR — AN [a] 1) o 52 R 40

TN s ST R T IR 5 A LAt R 3L i
FIEIEIIIC , B — N EEE MR LA . TEEREECE
{EAMEWEAD) B, AP 8 — 7 W ) 5 ARk TR /4R
FMHEH, o —J7 T SRR X T A BT X —H E A
ARG AR Dy e e ) R J R R BEAS . O HLBL T 142
PR TR T P R A R R R AR AR B BOA A IE
WISk —Fp B R 22, BB — R A 55 O 1 #b o 1 i
oy GZHRAE AL (logical décalage) 5% & A Bz, A4
LB, X R EEWE, ETXE—MH B4
XA REVE R 2 AR OR 1 T 5L, AT BT A 18 R AR A B T

B AR AR AR AR — Le R TR A A B e 2 AL Y 5
FEFR Mgl LUE B AT 145 LU IR B (re-enchant ) Wg?

ya L ar Fl: R UG X Bl D0 TR L8 K 1Y
(enchanted) JEMT 7 2 0 2 W7 FAYE R B EM,
AN FE KT, AR TR B A AR R R . A
BHE SRR 23 A0, B A LUR BP0 A ad A
e BG4I e B I B A (. — T, TR
A LA A5 ( disenchanted ) 214 20 BOIA 1 9 A2 36 12 5,
TR 1 H 32 SO — Rl RRAS ——3% LA S 418 1R 2 1 56 [ 4R
FURARFRSCA 1) o 32 50, TR AR L 980 2 A o 12 6 (9 4
FE AR ) HHEBRERS 1 2 1) — KM — Rt i ¥k , 1
B — 8 Z 3k, S I 20 I 2R 78 5 2 R AR A A
5 ARt 2 52 SRR 5 35 e AAE 5 T R R 23 (the parts of
citizens ) [455E L5 AU o gyl WL, w] UA TR 2 Fhigk
PR SCHE TR BOATA BE, P ML L IR kI A
Wits i B — 7 T, FA Ay RO UL R E 26 T
B NI ILAERIR B, R I A IR R R FRE
B TR £ LHIEA T 7R R AEE X TR B IR
DI RESAT VRIEDGH . SR 5 S 0 B — A 2 B
FRB2 8 o i, A P T 20 ) B 0, B Aol ) B
FEAAFTE, B ] — B P A D5 . i BEACHE S
RRER X — WS ERE FATE ke 7 B s DA
AR S FRATIRZ TR AE B AVE . FRATTREDS i 11 55 38 ik
Mo XFREFIE A E . R TRATH S K R
Y (chant) fif 5, 7 25— SEEH | ARK , 5E I8 R RERS IR 5
ZAEATEA S O I B 4 B RO AETE . FRAE, Xt
JeTRp IS AE B J B ) A G

T A kA A ARG R Y )
X - WLRTE 2R A B R R . AR E AR
Y EER) ST RRR I A, A — FOBT BB 44 R Y
Wy 28 BUiR WA 55 8k 2 X T B @ A (supreme
fiction) PURFPEAEFG " o 25 BB FATAE 7 X A — A AL
677 Bl B AR T 5 FE 0 b 3l 3 i AR, A B —
ol AL B R AL 4 ) (fictional force) A4 G H 2105 75
S, e PRAE I 46— B PR ) B AG AN 2B A8 T 7

YA XA DR A A 3k K A — DI
G ARG IR &, Ty — VI BUh RS
o AR BT L E SRS, BT A X e KA
LR VENMBAEABE & EEgh T, FIEA R ERN S
SR [, TR R AL SR R G X B, LA R e 3 2l
(deploy ) FELE 5 (Y HE RS HTIAL HEAS o VREE B9 Bz
R, e — A FRO JE [ TF NS SCAR ((Wallace
Stevens ) JI L S I WL, A ¥ 5 ad — AUk e e R A
L) M. T B AT Y e — D FRATTR ) i
O HERS , SRTTBR 13X AN HEA , AN PR AL T AR PR A TRE %
HEN, X—WEEWE, —~HY . — NS EY,
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AT T X R, T B IS & S R R
HE SRR FRAT T 3 SR PO AREAE T3 — 16 s JF AR AR R
REAL YW , TS A TE ) — P A Z T REME . IE AN Fk 5
PGS, RS T 1843 ARG CRMS R IE T 241 H)
SEIrEEn, REE B R RS, DA T
X — R A 1 24 RO TE R, — R IR B B R
SE R —EVE Y, BUG T A Y 2 48 R B IR ) K — TS B
AL FRPZIE Y7 o TS BUA AU A B R EOR AL
— PR SE Y IR AR TS I e AR AL T
ZARGHERRMCER T, BB — 2, B U ATE 1
PR s —F B B IS IR1F LUE BN AT 3 Z Hh ik il
FATHESZIARTT LA R 1 [ R 46 Dy = X 22 S BT 1M
&L AR R R B E N, ISR RN,
FRITAE I 5 1) R AL 5 gk B 1) A . FRE A AR
2011 FEH L) 5 4032 3l (the Occupy movement) H1, (5 40
BT . HUSCE NPT sl o s (A,
IHoBg 33X — a5 1] g4 Oy — A~ % 4302 Bl K 23 ((general
assembly, GA) [ 434H 5 55 (JLILFIFR) 09 B4, 2R 5
TR LE i B AR TE—" FRATT 2R 99% 7 (“ We are the
99% . ") B “ Xt B FEAYRAE” (“This is what democracy
looks like™ ) THAEM AR X — A R 2 H] xR
TR REAA , SR X R A B AR O BT, AT T
B HEMRERT R RET. REA E—FrUEm B o
F I ARUERY B B 3 SO Y SN AR R R S S ST
ke, LA, WE, AN - AR RN R, AT R
RS o X HIR IR ; TN R BE DU — 1] S A
Xof R AL 1) [R) RO, AR, — 26 R 2B A AR T 5 O Ah,
SEARPIAACIREZE Sy I 2 R i A AR AT RE 25 T
IR R AL T I R A 1) 0] B, T 25 AN 2 0 A B AR A2 1Y)
NG IBATRATEMAT A WB? 7624 AR 43 Bof ] v, A RS 2
Bl ey A T AR R TEIR LR R bR
T Ry 2 v, BOVR IR A AT 2 AR PG TS A R A T
Ko 2T, TCBUM OB LR — TR Mk . GO
NPT s, JEBUR 32 SO E A 37 i I 20, AN 3 mT DA
M, EAEBACHE S b 158 — U i 3702 7E 17 tH4d 40 424K
HYBERE 22, B 58 53 A A, e AR 4 129K (the Diggers ) Ji&
IF, 3 HABATTE — AR A AR Pt 2 L, xS NAH % 4
Hu, 2 TR AT FERR S R, 9 BAE— A
BRI N, Ml AT X A B (B S AR T
X TCBUR 3 SCE A, T 5 1 S DAOH: T 1)/ 55 SLPE 17 3
B (spectacular emergence ) [1¥ i} 1 5% 3] 1 5 45 s 19 B 21
PRI JCBURE 3 SCIY sk 2 — Pl b DUCHY B o, (HL 2 3R A
PR BN IR SE 2R R TE . R LAY 2, 55k
RBVEAET RN RET , KM R — 15 i %)
MR A Z S AR I 3E O HE B A
Wi o 28 ERVFAN IS 24 19 ] 5, AR iT LA, o 45z 3 2k I
T ER US4 TERE R, B EEE
Wi AR T T BN T E I E . BAE AN
PEBRIE G BEANT- 25 [ 8L, 4R V) B 23 0615 L8 Z IR s {EAR 2
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HEE , BOTEA MWL E, BA NS ERIBE T AT
& HOEEX AR EE W, JLEZ S K E O
WAL T SRR - REEWTHTE s s A0 IR TR
IERAFAT-E, RNZICICAF AL E - AR 2 4R 11
Fr TR EEE P, VR 23 & I I [) Bt A B ok i 2 b 5| A
XS TGRS, U L Ss e BA —
SR (HIE B 7 A 5 0 11 7 RO AR b T 4 2 A IR
R BRI, J2 R AT BAE AT 4 3 75 5= R B J I A
SKESEBRIYZ W, R R SF— 13 75 T Z 0 (pure soul )
MAERFE I 2B 25 o FRXT AN FEIE 4 s Fo A8, 75 B L it %)
BAETHMAE, EWEET, ERWT , EAA—ENE
LR X HEA IR T FR AT .

Tl e 7E A MeBOA AR A Y )L, DA SAE
B RIS AL Y BRI A FE S BRI i AR R A
(political associations ) {4 1] 47 J5 8 Y ] {1 I, S5 A4 WL i 1)
Wah T E AR . B — D EEEARI R, %
TGN AP EER I - 22 R (Tom McCarthy ) 55
NI S w5 4 A B BR R AL P 227 (International
Necronautical Society, INS)? . Az b, 334245 1 e
FEPRIRAE B AT — 3 R A 2, RIBICAT I A
“REPUIBYE XS TRBOR Ay 562 U ) — Fh A B A
F.ME (inauthenticity) 7, BEFRIE A FHRIR T MUY & L7

VO AR 7, FRAE B2 90 ARAREE I T X AL
Mz - 2R RAER, AR RIATH SN T3k % 24 )
W ISR B R, FRATEAE T — W R T m G - I
BRI R ST 5 — 0 06 T 4 B Y R 5T ) 1 3C
B, AT R B EEMW AR, CFETLK T XA I
(authenticity ) [, B A & X4 L 5238 78 A4 1% 1 46 7=, 78
BRFpA G o, B3R (the self) BEAS LLRCHE )/ 3 £ 1 7 X4k
BN FLST A A 5 55 0 AH 52 -, 3027 BT fid B i) SR IR K Gz B
B AR ALV A, FRATTIT R E— 20 i ik il A8
R FRATHENL T — A my A [l B R B2 9 R AL A B
23 BB T — O RASHY SO, AR 3™ B A TR K —
KWHEAEEN AT 2 2402, B1E b E Y AR
BETEM, EATRAE — XA, 52 E T Ei A+,
BEPIIL T —/MilitE. ERXTIEEHEAR, X%
HAEN . WRATESS I RBL, SC2EA X F B 3R HE A
FLSCJE R R R R CFE TR - A ECR LA
(technological machine) , & Jif A= 7= i) 2 ik 6 B8 4 22 &5
e KIEERARE T — e A ——H L TS W EY,
XA RFATLAMLAERE AR TG,

Fl: T3 — AT TR A I U TE AR p 2
HRRE R T H R TR IR R, B0 HE SO
P et AN L I =B T R v S PR WEDE LS /U
R E(R B - BOh - ) I CE R 25K,
PRGN LED 1 (R , AT A T D IO 2
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SCEPHRR T # L THE AR B R, JF BRI 52
AR5 A2y 387 o B S5 vk SRR AT WL A T AN ]
SERERILIX A 7] 85 22 R R e, % o 9 T A8 B WL R A A
KA A FRAIEHAZET (ethics of finitude) A7 faf SCIK ?

SEHLAFA: X R R TR 2R - DL SERRA %
DUSEAR AR R e T A 05 (Tl i ik T — e 4b A
GG R P A B I D SRR BEAAE T ),
NATEEAA IR BA HAIE 2, /Db R SR ST
FRAEAS , BT B T — Tl A 5 B A A LAl ) O R
PE AR S HIBREE o 5 AR PRI TR KA S R A —
LeSUARGOIR VR A B 2 — IR BE A S8 54 A CIREE R
WS, Fean“ 1A LRI FEAE” ( being-towards-death ) , PSP A&
A LUME A S 5 E A ORI, AR A A B, B A
CHYAARIERE . 5 A B0, 78 DL eI L AR 2 B 2 R
Se55 [ B AR BE R — Bl 5 T AR sl ¢
RWAAE, AL A O RE, BATAZME A C
ALext A FACHAE IS 1 F TR il S B B R Y A S
HEE S FATEIATCE HIXFFASTRATLE S 7 A
HERATT A5 (1 B R BT — E RS A H CIIHTE .

T ARAD FE Y — it , AR R R A AR 43, LA

FATFE AT A AN ) b o, 2 — A 2 B 7
Pyo GORPT il 2 2 AR R R R B X4y, R
MR &5 R 22 B, o B AE R AT SR, R R AR
B SRR AR 3 Y SR TR OGRS AN B
A SRR A, TELTA PORORFETEIZ AT RS, DLk
TR 2576 XA AR 25 8% S N, RO IR B I R 2E 2
- DUTERRSS ) — T S, 25 At ) xR 55 1 X %2 ) 1953
AR —UAE EL AR TS, AUk 3 XA 3 3 AR ™
SR, AR SR SALFE B E R AR
BEOE BUAAE TG W — R, S BUE AR B R e . &
WONTEE R A SR A AR R, X e 2 F O ] 29K DA
e A e R A i R S — SR B BUAEE .

T XAV, B AR E R R ERE AT R
EATC R A R . LRI — R, 1
TEF PR S AE B A A (S P AR 2R B — &
HSETHENLE] 75 H R ARG TSR s S — i 5 By e 2
(ethics of commitment) , B HFRF /8 FILZ 22 Hhy Sy HiRis X
AR . EERERLX — MR R R 7

S LA s ARAF AR , 52 IS B2 DX D THAE HIL ]
AN AT S A S — V] o 3K S — > ZTE 98] B R 4 1)
R, LR 5 E DF SCORF M A i (e B2 ) A A
L SR TAC B Y [ R 5C THR A TR, FoRN T —
il 5 9 A A 3 3T A0 %) 5K T A T L B Y 1 T, L AR B
REZIE GH T E B SSAE R Z MR R, R 2
TCHERE A R R R A R G ) 22 B i 4R ir
FREBER AN A, LR Atk B T SR S B By, R R T
PRI o TR RS Bl 3 B v — AR 2 S 3 A
XF IR IR &, NZRIETEE AR, AT IR |
M, BATHAE R NS BRI — T, ik

P ME—REBURCAR AT BESE B PSR A R TR T,
B AR BOF FHE B . IR PSS 3 — i 06 T THE
M SCEAB B T, PRk 2 T X B8, FE L FE Y it
W, EATE RIS N T Bz, KA, &
PR, AN 1] 35 A BEER , FoATT 5 Mt A i BHOC R
IR TR EER , /] I THE i A A 7 DL B

X — 5 %z, TR ANk 2 4 8 30 R TR AT R AE B 48
PEORAAAE M IR EUR . FRATICIR AT AR R (1 23K, A
WA R] 35 AR o B2 5K o A2 S E QI8 L, A A 45, IR
RALFCT ! VG 08, < AR T 38 % & 7157, K
[FEREd X T 2 1 38 5T S e gl i Kl o — B
R IRT 37 9 [ A P R it iE . FRAE Sy — 4 AR A R X
HIPRNK RS A 57 U, AT o A 2850 2 B A0 4
FEPEMRBAWEAE . HIILBZ) 4E 90 5 4 8 A
“REERIRGZ 30 F AT B AT 3l M U ORI
T, AL Z 17 BAR W] ] 5 2k 4 30 42 s X A
Wi (A LR B FAT 52— B THEHLH] , (R AT
ZIRFMCILZISR . B b, 7 90 2 40 30 1) A o e ok ) R
FATaT R Z XA SR . AL ER) — P AR
75 2 58 U TAEZ — R e S 4 i) G R oh
JE A B R 4G IV B B A AR AL — B R TR AR IR
TEIRE K, B TR AT A H S 5 H A AR sL 2,
PRAE T —FPFAT TR THEZ 1, b A1 257 N 58 B PEAE X B
TR BOA T I 5t Fo— B2 L B B P LA R PR Y
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