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Title: Aesthetic Analogy between the Human Being and the Nature from The Book of Poetry and Li Sao to A New Account of Tales
of the World

Abstract: Two modes of aesthetic analogy developed in The Book of Poetry and Li Sao are “analogy between human virtues and
things” and “analogy betwen human beings and things. ” These two modes are similar in their tenors and vehicles and share the
same structure and they are built on the analogy between the beauty of character and the beauty of nature. The aesthetic thought
exhibits an unification between the heaven and the human being. However the paper argues that the two modes essentially follow
two different princiles in aesthetics with different cultural spirits. The analogy betwen virtues and things is a moral analogy in nat—
ural aesthetic with an aesthetical spirit of moralism underlying it while the analogy between human beings and things is a natu—
ral analogy in character aesthetic with an aesthetical spirit of naturalism underlying it.
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