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Abstract: T.]J. Clark carries forward the logic of social history of art which he developed and operated in his study of Courbet and
Manet into his analysis of Pollock and Abstract Expressionism. Clark argues that Pollock continued the radical tradition of modern
art by resisting similarity and metaphor while Abstract Expressionism continued it with its ‘vulgarity’ quality. However their
resistances were devoured by the totality of capitalist culture. Clark’s pessimistic conclusion is that the modernist tradition of
‘negativity” can't continue.
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