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Title; A Half — Developed Philosophical Novel: A Rereading of When the Afterglow Disappears

Abstract; This paper is a rereading and a reinterpretation of Li Ping’ s once sensational novel When the Afterglow Disappears pub-
lished in the 1980s. The novel raised quite a few theoretical questions which are still significant, such as the relationships be-
tween reason and sensibility, civilization and barbarism, religious forgiveness and secular punishment, etc. As the novel is a rep-
resentative work of a representative intellectual group in an important period, it deserves critical reflection. The novel presents a
pattern of thinking among the “Zhiqing” (Educated Youth) writers, and they tended to treat specific socio — historical issues in
an abstract philosophical and moral way when thinking and writing about the Cultural Revolution. This typical pattern in
“Zhiqing” literature still prevails in current thoughts and culture.
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