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Title: A Critical Survey of Four Concepts in Literary Theories Concerning “Ethics”

Abstract: In terms of the relation between ethics and literature some key concepts have been frequently used but sometimes the
supposed distinction has not been clarified. This paper tries to survey the following four important concepts concerning the ethics
in literary theories: ethical turn ethical criticism narrative ethics and ethical literary criticism. The ethical turn occurs in many
fields while ethical criticism mainly applies to the field of literature and arts. The uses of narrative ethics vary in different
contexts and ethical literary criticism is a neologism in Chinese context first used by Chinese scholar Nie Zhenzhao.
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